Law Firm Hires Student 
Rejected as Court Clerk 
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Michael E. Tigar, brilliant 
and controversial law student 
who lost a Supreme Court 
clerkship after attacks by 
right-wing commentators, has 
been hired by Williams & 
Wadden, the Washington law 
firm of Edward Bennett Wil- 
liams. 

The Williams firm was one 
otf several top law firms that 
expressed an interest in Tigar 
after The Washington Post re- 
ported that he was no longer 
slated to serve in the fall as 
clerk to Justice William J. 
Brennan Jr. 

Tigar, 26, led his class and 
was law review editor-in-chief 
at the University of California 
at Berkeley. He was rated one 
of the most brilliant of recent 
Berkeley law graduates, but 
was criticized chiefly for his 
activities before he entered 
law school. 

Human Events, the Rich- 
mond News Leader and a 
scattering of right-wing com- 
mentators on the West Coast 
attacked Tigar’s clerkship ap-j 
pointment when it was an-: 


nounced last spring. One criti- 
cal editorial was placed in the 
Congressional Record by Rep. 
William M. Tuck (D-Va.). 

Criticism, which Tigar’s 
friends said exaggerated his 
extracurricular record as an 
undergraduate, centered on 
Tigar’s opposition to the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee, his attendance at 
a Communist-dominated youth 
festival and articles written 
for left-wing publications in 
California. 

Reached by telephone yes- 
terday, Williams said he hired 
Tigar “for the simple reason 
that he has probably one of 
the most outstanding records 
of any in the 1966 law school 
crop” >and had the highest 
character references. Williams 
said he “paid no attention” to 
the right-wing Charges, adding 
“I try not to be influenced by 
anyone else on such a mat- 
ter.” 



